Hidden Treasure in Cheshire East
Faith Sector Audit
A survey of local faith communities and groups.
Guidance notes for completing the questionnaire.

These notes are intended to assist with the completion of the Audit.
If you are unsure of what a particular question is asking or why it is being asked
please refer to these notes.
If you are still unsure as to any questions then please contact Carolyn McQuaker
using the details below.

Faith Communities and Groups are increasingly acknowledged for the strategic role
they play in generating and maintaining community cohesion, contributing
intrinsically to the quality of life within their communities and neighbourhoods.
The results of this survey will identify where Faith Communities and Groups within
the Cheshire East area are already at work and may impact even further their
neighbourhoods and address local and area priorities. The project will help to
increase understanding and communication between faith groups and other sectors.
The benefits of recognising and understanding the contribution made by Faith
Communities and Groups can include:
•
Identifying best practice
•
Promoting joined-up thinking and action
•
Signposting
•
Networking
•
Promotion
•
Influencing
•
Funding Opportunities
•
Enhancing effective use of available resources.
It would be an enormous help and make a significant difference if you would take
part in this survey. We shall, therefore, be very grateful if you would take the
time to fill-in this questionnaire as fully and accurately as possible.

Thank you very much for your support. For any other questions regarding the Audit,
please also contact Carolyn McQuaker at:

Go Project, Throstles Nest Farm,
Lyme Park, Macclesfield, SK10 5TU

In consultation with

Tel: 01625 858210
E.mail: enquiries@goproject.org.uk
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Sponsors and Supporters
Cheshire East Council:
Juliet Blackburn
Partnership Business Manager
Westfields, Middlewich Road, Sandbach, CW11 1HZ
Tel: 01270 686020
E-mail: Juliet.Blackburn@cheshireeast.gov.uk
Cheshire Agricultural Chaplaincy Team:
Keith Ineson
Worsley House, Minshull Vernon, Cheshire CW10 0LT
Tel: 01270 522576
E-mail: keith@ineson.freeserve.co.uk
www. Agchap.co.uk
Cheshire Children, Young People and Families VCFS Hub:
Pauline Ruth
E-mail: ruth9x@tinyonline.co.uk
www.thecheshirehub.info
Churches Together in Cheshire:
Mark Thompson, County Ecumenical Officer
81 Forge Fields, Sandbach, Cheshire, CW11 3RD
Tel: 01270 750431
E-mail: ceo.ctic@gmail.com
www.cheshire-churches-together.org.uk
David Rutley, MP
Member of Parliament for Macclesfield
House of Commons, Westminster, London SW1A 0AA
Tel: 020 7219 7106
E-mail: david.rutley.mp@parliamnet.uk
Hope in North East Cheshire:
Pip Mosscrop, Coordinator
Tel: 01625 432929
E-mail: pipmosscrop2@yahoo.co.uk

www.hinec.org.uk

Crewe Interfaith Group:
Andrew Taylor, Chair
E-mail: andrewn.taylor@btinternet.com
Macclesfield Interfaith Group:
Cedric Knipe, Chair
E-mail: cedric.knipe@googlemail.com

Project Support Group Members:
Revd. Andrew Allan, Poynton Christian Fellowship (AOG), Poynton Action Trust
Jenny Bailey, ASK Prayer Network
Revd. Ian Bishop, St Mary’s, Middlewich
Revd. Steve Burmester, St Chad’s Handforth
Steve Hodgkinson, New Life Church, Congleton
Keith Ineson, Cheshire Agricultural Chaplaincy Team
Revd. Peter Lillicrap, St Mary’s Acton
Pip Mosscrop, Hope in North East Cheshire
Sally Raymond, Cheshire East Prayer
Adrian Roberts, Go Project
Revd. Marion Tugwood, URC, Macclesfield, & Chair Hope in North East Cheshire
Revd. Paul Wilson, Knutsford Methodist Church, EA Council
Rob Wykes, Christian Concern, Crewe.
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If, after using these guidance notes, you are still unable or unwilling to answer any particular
questions please leave these blank and move onto the next question.
Q1 About Your Meeting Place.
This question will provide us with the basic information necessary to map the
results of the survey.
•

If you have responsibility for several places of worship or meeting, please could you
complete a form for each and return them in a single envelope. In doing this there
will be no need to duplicate your contact or other generic details.

•

If you are completing this questionnaire for a project or initiative but do not have
your own meeting place, then please just complete this form in respect of the
project. Once questionnaires are returned, we will look to ensure that no individual
initiative is double-counted.

Q1f to Q1k – Please give the total number of members at your place of worship,
rather than just the number you may expect at any one time. Your best estimate only of
the breakdown of the adult age groups is needed.
Q2 About Your Facilities. / Q3 Who Else Uses Your Facilities?
These questions will allow us to understand better the capacity of your built environment
and the current and potential role that it could play in the wider local community.

Q4 About Your Contacts./ Q5 Making Contacts?
These questions are designed to examine how your faith community is linked in with
other local statutory or voluntary agencies. It is hoped that this will allow a consideration
of how Faith Communities and Groups can best network with other groups and be part of
a more integrated approach to neighbourhood issues. This should ensure that they
complement, rather than conflict with existing provision and be better placed to identify
possible gaps in local services.
Q6 About Your Activities. / Q7 About Your Future Plans.
These questions are intended to give us a more in-depth idea of the specific community
activities with which your faith group is involved. This should allow for a clear mapping of
which activities are taking place in which localities. This could, in turn, allow for a more
systematic level of networking between relevant groups and the pooling of ideas and
dissemination of best practice across the Cheshire East area.
Please fill in the boxes, working down the page, for each social and caring activity that
your faith community undertakes. This could include lunch clubs, youth groups or any
other such initiatives. Please do not include any religious activities, such as prayer
groups or primary acts of worship.
There is space for 8 separate activities on pages 4 and 5. If you would like to add any
additional information please use the space provided on page 8, or attach a separate
sheet but do make sure to mark clearly which question this relates to. In the ‘who is this
activity for’ section please mark one or more of the groups provided.
Please ensure you include all time given, including planning, preparation, clearing away for all
team members.
Q8 About Local Issues and Priorities
These questions are designed to find out if there are groups or areas of activity which you
would like to develop but are currently unable to do so, the priority you would give them,
and the reason for not being able to respond, e.g. time, funding, expertise or lack of
space etc. This will help identify current and emerging local priorities and where future
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resources may be directed and possibly highlight where a reduction in funding may
further impact your community.

Q9 Skills and Expertise Needed or Available.
There is a much expertise within our faith groups that may be shared with others. One of
the particular potential outcomes of this survey will be to identify expertise available and
possible training needs which we would be able to bring together to help support and
develop activities and projects across our area and networks.
Q10 About Local Schools.
Education is an area in which Faith Communities and Groups have traditionally made a
significant contribution in the past. These question will enable us to understand this
specific role in more detail and recognise the contribution made both on a paid and a
voluntary basis.
Q11 About Local Care and Other Facilities.
Care for old and young and provision of housing are areas in which Faith Communities
and Groups have traditionally made a significant contribution in the past. These questions
will enable us to understand this specific role in more detail.
Q12 Fund Raising.
Many Faith Groups raise the funds to support their local social and caring initiatives. This
question is designed to identify regular, monitored and significant contributions of time to
raising funds for local caring projects, for example helping in Salvation Army shops
raising funds for local projects. This is only for projects delivering support and care to
Cheshire East residents. These questions will enable us to understand this specific role in
more detail.
Q13 Languages.
This question will help us to get a clearer picture of the linguistic and cultural mix of your
faith community.

Q14 Your Contact Details.
This would be helpful for us should we require, or be able to offer, any follow up on
specific issues.

Your data
Go Project will store and maintain the database arising from this Audit.
The report and outcomes will be compiled on a no-names basis by generic Faith
Communities and Groups, projects and locations. On this basis data will be fed into a
wider Third Sector Audit process.
We will aim additionally make available a directory and web-based resource of Faith
Communities, groups and projects from which you are able to opt out if you would prefer.
Thank you very much for your help. We believe that the findings of this project will give further
opportunities for Faith Groups to access greater support, encouragement and resources to continue to

impact positively on the whole of Cheshire East.

Shalom
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